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ExtraUs of mo Letters from Mr, Martin Lifter to the Publ?ft?er 9 
of June 14*1671. and July 5. i&jl+ concerning the Jqndof ln- 
feU % hatched of the Engltfh Kermes 5 formerly iakenmtice'of and 
described by the fame in Numb* 7 1 * p. 2 164 $ #/ alfi the Vje of 
the fe Purple InfeQ; Husks for tinging^ together with a compart f on 
made cf this Englifh Purple- Kermes with the Scarlec-Kermes 
of the Shops. 

Jdcfrfi Letter, June ioth.I found feveral of the Patella 
F^ermi formes hatched in a Box, where I had purpofely 
put them. They prove a fort 5 as I gueffed by the figure of the 
Worm,of Bees, but certainly the Ieaft, that I ever yet faw of 
that Tribe^asjiot much exceeding in their whole bulk the half 
of a Pifmire.They are very compadt and thick for the bignefs 5 
of a cole-black colour* They feem to want neither ftings 3 nor 
the three balls in a triangle in their fore-head 3 which yet are 
thingsto be referred to the teftimony of a Microfcope* That 
which is very remarkable to the naked Eye,is a white or ftraw- 
colour large and round fpot on the back : Of their four Wings 
the upper pair are fhaded or darbfpotted^ the undermoft pair 
are clear. We may entitle them, according to our cuftom, 




purpura tingentihus^ Cerafi aut Rope aliarumve arbor um virgis ad- 
textisjxclufce* 

This of the Purple-Husks^and the other Hiftory of Scarlet- 
ftaining Eggs * I prefent you as parallels of our * of whith Iattef ^ 
Engl (h (tore to Kermes and Cocheneil ; I mean, See isiumb. 72! 
additaments toencreafe the number of agree- ^**7^*77- 
able tinging Materials and not Medicaments, unlefs wary and 
fafe Tryal fliall difcover to us if they have any Medicinal qua* 
lities, as ufe and cuftom hath made us believe the Exotic have 
in an high degree. One of the faid husks, I fent you,adhered 
to a Rofe-tree-twig, and the other to a Cherry-tree. Bat a 
Rofc-bu/h fince hath afforded me fome fcores otthdepatella!, 
many of which are hatched in the box I put them* It is to be 
further obferved, 1 . that thofe that look the blackefiyield tl e 
deepeft and beft purple : 2. That as the Bees come to maturi- 
ty,the dye feems to be fpent 5 and the Husks grow dry* 3. That 
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the young ones make their way out at feveral fniall hole? $ 
whereas the true %ermes*hu%k feernstobe pierced bu a one 
place* 

The Second; Ths difcovery of our Englijb jfyrmsluih ve- 
ry much pleafed fome of the Curious in theTe parts $ who re* 
folveuponTryalsof itthenextfeafon. I think, Iadvertifed 
you formerly, that that deep purple or violet, with which the 
infides of the husks are lin'd, is much fpent, if the husk* be not 
taken whileft the Bees are in vermiculoi and the blacked husks 
are richeft in colour. Yefterday in very good company we 
compar'd our Englifh Purple- Vermes with ihzScarlet-kermes or 
Grains of the Shops, and found them in every point to agree 
fave in the colour of their Juices 5 ajid particularly (finding 
in fome parcels of the Shops many yet flicking to little twigs 
of the 2to,)we confidently affirm, that thofeas well as ours are 
only contiguous to the llex*branches,and are not excrefcencies 
of the Tree.much lefs fruit or berries 5 by which abufi ve names 
they have been too long known 3 But that they are the artifice 
and fole work of the mother*Bee in order to the more conve* 
nient hiving and nourifliment of her young. 

An Extr*B of a Letter^ written to the Publijher hy the Excellent 
Johannes Hevelius, concerning \hu further Obfervationt of the 
New Star near the Beak of the Swan > to be compared with what 
was formerly publijhed of the fame Argument -jVaNumb, 65, and 
Numb* 66. 

This Extract wefhall give you in the fame Language it was 
written from Danlzjch^ the \ A otMay i6yi> ft. n. 

E reliqno meat urn etiam parttum effe duxi^ V^bis qttan* 
tocym fignificarejne nuiiu$--tertim,dte videl. 2$u April. 
Novam illam Stellam f'ub capite Cygni, ad Viam LaBeam, quam 
Anno poxime prater ho a menfe Junio & ]\x\io y ad ufque i^Odiob, 
tonfpexeram^dtnuo objervafjL/S quidem eo ipfo loco^quo tunc temtwris 
confiftebat. Interim magnitudine mihi nunc aliquanto major apparet 




quippe excedh ill am in I(o/L Cygm^nec non earn qu# eft in ancone in- 
fer zoris al& Cygni, fe -eque illi qua eft in Feci ore Cygni cequaiur^ nifi 
quod luminepauib obi ufion & rubtcundiori mocio luceaU Qui vero 
die pnmnm rurfiuiiiuxerzty affirmtreadeo cerfo non poffum. Nam 
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